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1. US-Boviet exchanse of notas ~-- US Embassy Moscow reports
that the TASS release of the US-Soviet exchange of notes has

been effective irom the Soviet point of view in relieving public
apprehension in the USSR. According to the Embassy, the .
population apparently feels that the Soviet Government was
“‘strong enough’’ to make the US ask for the settlement of
outstanding differences. The Embassy suggests that this
reaction may be typical of world public opinion and that the
US should ‘ straighten the record’’ by the release of appro-

~ priate official declarations and background material designed
to clarify the reasons prompting the US aide-memoire.

US Ambassador Douglas in London reports that
Foreign Secretary Bevin has expressed the view that the
US-Soviet exchange of notes will have a demoralizing effcct
in western Europe, may create difficuliies for the present
government in France, and will propably raise the Greek
issue again in a form difficult to meet. Bevin interprets
the “‘unexpected move’’ by the US as a softening, if not a
reversal, of US policy at an inopporfune moment, and he
fears that the note may therefore have ‘‘an unfortunate
effect on the implementation of the Brussels pact.”’

US Ambassador C-ffery reports that French Foreign
Minister Bidault expressed surprise upon hearing of the
US-Soviet exchange of notes and wishes urgently to know
what effect the notes will have on the discussions on Ger-
many and on US conversaticns concerning the possibility
of xiaﬂimry ccoperation and implementation of the Brussels
pact.

Ex-Premier Spaak of Belgium has expressed the

view to Caffery that alihough Molotov’'s noie is not at ali

- satisfactory, its radio publication indicates that the recent
US policy of firmness is bearing fruit. Spaak believes
that several months ago Molotov would either have replicd
much more cbjectionably or not at all. Spaak fears, how-
ever, that the democratic powers will now believe that the
USSR has chamged its methods,.and that they can accordingly
‘““take it easy.’ . Document No, (D
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The Department of §fte has instructed US Embassies
Daris and London to info¥m both Bidault and Bevia that the
US note to the USSR was in no way an invitatior or a pro-
posal for meetings or discussions and that its only purpos:
was to set the record siraight and to make clear that the
US had never closed the door to any direct discussions.
The Department adds that this exchange of notes has no
bearing on the German talks in London or on US support
for the Brussels pact countries.
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